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Schools must give standardized tests despite pandemic concerns

by: Kendra Nichols
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HARRISBURG, Pa. (WHTM) — Despite pleas from many educators across the country to cancel standardized
testing due to the pandemic, the Biden administration announced testing will be required.
“I was quite disappointed,” said Clovis Gallon.
Gallon is a special education teacher in the York City School District. He says he has seen firsthand the added
stress the pandemic has put on students and staff and now they have to prepare for standardized testing.

Advocates propose bill to send $100M in extra funding to Pa’s 100 poorest school districts →
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“Do you really want to put all that added pressure on the staff and the students? I think it is inappropriate at
this time, but that is just my opinion,” Gallon said.
Standardized testing is federally mandated. If schools don’t participate they can lose funding. According to the
Pa. Department of Education, the results determine the needs of individual students as well as overall
performance on the district, county, and statewide levels.
“I would hope that they would not utilize these scores to negatively impact the district,” Gallon said.

Gov. Wolf sends more than 1,000 Pa. National Guard members to Philly →
“We recognize the challenges in regards to what we have seen because of the pandemic this past year and
what we have done is really eliminate some of the high stakes aspects associated with assessments,” said Noe
Ortega, Pennsylvania Secretary of Education.
According to the Pa. Department of Education, “Pennsylvania will not use any assessment results that derive
from a pandemic year for any high-stakes purpose, including school improvement designations”.
“The most important thing is going to be for us to use the results in ways that are appropriate and meaningful,
so when the results come in we will be looking at those for whatever insights we can gather including the
impacts the pandemic has had,” said Matt Stem, Deputy Secretary, Pennsylvania Department Education.

Biden seeks unity with Japan’s Suga against China’s assertiveness at first White House summit →
School districts will also have more flexibility with the tests this year.
“So we are allowing districts to administer the assessment to smaller groups of students and we are allowing
districts to assess as late as into next September,” said Stem.
In Pennsylvania, you can only opt out of the tests for religious reasons. According to a 2019 report on
standardized tests in Pennsylvania, in the 2017-2018 school year there were more than 16,000 religious optouts for the PSSA. The report also indicates parent refusal makes up 14% of the exclusion factors.

As Crime Victims’ Rights Week approaches, what happened to Marsy’s Law? →
“I would say that there is going to be a higher percentage of parents that opt-out of standardized testing this
year than normal,” Gallon said.
Too many opt-outs can be a concern. To meet federal requirements school districts need at least 95% of
students to participate in the assessments.

Last year the U.S. Department of Education waived assessments due to the pandemic. Schools still received
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federal funding.
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Beyond The Forecast: Tracking Storms This Evening
by Adis Juklo / Sep 15, 2021

Join meteorologists Dan Tomaso and Adis Juklo at 3:30 as they track the threat for strong storms this evening.
A Severe Thunderstorm Watch is in effect for the entire Mid-state which rolls through 8p this evening. The
primary severe weather threat is sporadic damaging wind gusts, along with some hail.
Read the Full Article
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Fauci: There’s ‘no evidence’ to support Nicki Minaj’s claim of COVID-19 shot leading to impotence
by Nexstar Media Wire / Sep 15, 2021

(NEXSTAR) – Dr. Anthony Fauci, the longtime director of the National Institute of Allergy and Infectious
Diseases (NIAID) and a top medical advisor to the president, has been forced to debunk a claim about COVID
vaccination put forth by rapper Nicki Minaj — as told to her by a cousin, who heard it from a friend.
In an interview with CNN’s Jake Tapper on Tuesday, Fauci was asked to respond to one of Minaj’s recent
remarks on Twitter, in which she claimed her cousin’s friend became impotent and developed swollen testicles
as a result of his COVID-19 shot.
Read the Full Article
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September 16th is Mexican Independence Day!
by David Tristan / Sep 15, 2021

(WHTM) -- "Wait a minute, I thought that was Cinco de Mayo!"
No, that came later.
Read the Full Article
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